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YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS' WORLD

On pursuing the CMA qualifications
from ICMAB …

Until my higher secondary certificate, I have always been 
a student of science. However once passed my HSC, I 
knew I wanted to qualify from ICMAB, as advised by a 
relative who was from a similar professional background. 
For my graduate degree I studied for both Bachelors in 
Commerce and Arts. This was followed by a Masters in 
Accounting and the LLB degree. However it was my 
studies at ICMAB, that helped me understand the finance 
areas far more in depth. I could also understand how to 
apply the commerce concepts.

This section focuses on young ICMAB professionals and how they are shaping their career and 
aspirations through applying the CMA knowledge in the workplace. 
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On the most useful areas studied during 
the CMA syllabus that can be applied to 
work…

The most important area, relevant to my 
current role, is management accounting. This has 
helped me in decisions related to costing and 
budgeting. The other areas/subjects I found 
useful are Intermediate Financial Accounting 
which helps to build the financial statements and 
Advanced Financial Accounting 2 which teaches 
the preparation of group consolidated accounts. 
I work across the several business units under 
our Group and we also have 2 listed companies. 
Therefore this has been very useful for me.

On the recent collaboration with CIMA…

This was a very well appreciated move by 
ICMAB. For us, we recognize this collaboration 
to improve our scope to work globally. 
However, we hope along, with the facilitation of 
acquiring the CIMA degree, ICMAB will start 
focusing on the skill development and capacity 
building of the CMA professionals. This will 
make us ready for the global workplace both 
from holding degree and being able to compete 
in other skill sets.

On areas that I would like to see the CMA 
course helping to build more confident 
CMA students/professionals…

I see few areas that the CMA course can focus 
on:

1. Focus on Communication skills: While we 
are students, ICMAB can help us build 
better written and oral communication 
skills. This include language skills (English) 
and interpersonal skills. I believe this is the 
most important skill we need in the 
workplace.

2. Training on Technical skills: I would 
appreciate training classes on MS Office 
and basic ERP system with focus on 
students. This will help us prepare us 
better when we have joined work. 

3. Exposure from Corporate World: ICMAB 
has very learned teachers that follow the 
course curriculum well. The classes are 

aligned to the syllabus. However it will 
help to bring in teachers/guest lectures 
from the Corporate world to take some 
classes/ an entire course. Students will get 
more exposure to the Corporate World.

4. Better depth in some course areas: The 
CMA syllabus ranges over a number of 
relevant topics. While most areas are 
adequate. I feel Finance areas can be a 
little more in depth. AS an example, there 
can be more elaboration under Portfolio 
Management.

My tips for students aspiring to become 
CMA Professionals…

From my own experience I will tell all students 
to concentrate on studies and not work during 
that time. I made this mistake so it took me a 
long time to qualify. The CMA syllabus is not 
very difficult to understand. However if we 
focus on the studies properly we will learn 
faster and better.

My expectations from ICMAB, as my 
alumni…

I really appreciate the social culture of ICMAB 
and how the Institute brings its members 
together.  I hope this continues. The CPD 
courses are very relevant and informative. I will 
look forward to ICMAB helping us in our 
personal and professional growth. 

[Interviewed by Zinnia T Huq, Associate Editor, 
The Cost & Management]. 


